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NEWS OF THE DAY. 
oe 


EUROPE. 
The English Press continue to review Mr. 


ishing the prerogative of the Crown in ecclesias- 
tical matters was rejected. The limitation of the 

ual jurisdiction of the Church was then dis- 
cussed until adjournment. 


Council of State 18 devising means for enlarging 
the powers of the local municipalities, and the 
Press laws are to be modified in a liberal sense. 

By the arrival of the steamship Hermann,from. 
Bremen, April 17, and Southampton, April 20,we 
are in receipt of mail news later by two days 
than was already at hand.® Foreign letters and 
extracts of interest thus received will be found 
elsewhere. 


SOUTH AMERICA. : 
According to recent advices from Para- 
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The Yale and Harvard freshmen will row 
a six-oared Trace of three mules at. the soming 
University regatta in Worcester, Mass. 


Gzorce W. Perxuvs, Esq., Superintendent 
of the Chieago Reform School, has been appoint- 


ed Warden of the State Penitentiary at Joliet, 
Dilinois. 


The incréase of conyicta in the Dlinois 
State Penitentiary continues. The number on 
Saturday was 1,194, and before the end of this 
‘week there will probably be over 1,200—the 
largest number confined in any one prison in the 
world. 


_ The miners’ organization in the anthracite 

coal fields of Pennsylvania have decided that no 
pa craig out or lifted by them after the 
8th 


There was a heavy snow storm in Philadel- 
phia yesterday. 

We noticed in these columns that 
according to recent advices the fortunes of Lo- 


* A fire occurred yesterday morning at No. 

“11 Ludlow-street, doing s damage of $900. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_- 

A Reminiscence ef the Bebellien — The 

We published yesterday, from the corres- 
pondence of the Wheeling (Va.) Register, an 
the Hampton Roads Conference between 
President Lincotm and Mr. Szwarp on the 
part of the United States, and Messrs. Hun- 
TER, STEPHENS and CAMPBELL on the part of 
the Southern Confederacy, for the cessation 
of hostilities and the conclusion of peace. 
A little previous to this meeting, it will be 
remembered, Mr. F. P. Buam, Sr., made a |. 


“aay as 
aly 
ee 


appointed Mr. V ons: -B. Tar. 
Second Assis tant... Mr. 
fami Sah y b tl . ‘aff 


‘3 soma oe “peig 








urged 
by influential persons 


lt of Postmaster. Col. Vax Brunt 


was Depnty Surveyor of the: Port under Mr. 


ments will be well received by our citizens 


[as insuring the uprightness and efficiency of 


that all idea of two countries should first be 
given up, and that the two armies should be- 
come one, and march under the common 
authority of the Union, and under a common 
flag, if the enterprise was to be undertaken 
at all. 
The two parties were thus as widely apart 
as ever, as soon as the real motive and pur- 
of each was disclosed. Mr. Davis 
aimed, as he had aimed from the beginning, 


the recent administration. yery large num- 
ber of ultra Democrats have obtained places 
as clerks, carriers, &c., in. the Post Office’ 
These will give place as rapidly as possible 
to others more acceptable as politicians to 
the dominant party; but beyond these 
necessary and proper changes it is not sup- 
posed that very many removals will take 
place. ‘ 

It will be seen by a correspondence pub- 
lished elsewhere that Mr. D. G. Roun has 
resigned the position as Assistant District- 
Attorney which he has held under Mr. Court- 
NEY. Mr. Rotzuve is a gentleman of marked 
talents and an able lawyer. His ‘services in 
the office which he thus resigns have been 
zealous and effective. He is a nephew, we 
believe, of thé late Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. He proposes, we understand, to 
enter upon the practice of the law in this 
City. 

Testimony of Fire Underwriters as Ap- 
plicable te Life Insurance. 

The apologists of extravagance in life in- 
surance management have attempted to 
justify their position by reference to the sys- 
tem of brokerage and the rates of commis- 
sion which fire insurance companies are ac- 


ag | CaPtomed to pay. The plea has no weight 


willing: to’ agree $e Wie-WiEl ‘Franek: ote 
anything else which would secure the end 
he had in view :—but neither would agree 
to anything which would thwart and de- 
felt it. 

It is curious, though idle, to speculate as 
to what would have happened if Mr. Biam’s 
proposition, as he intended it to be under- 
stood, had been carried out. If an arrange- 
ment had been: made by which the two 
armies, either united under one head, or as 
two, had been sent into Mexico to drive the 
French out, what would have been the re- 
sult? It is by no means impossible that 
their mutual passions might have subsided, 
—that the men of the two armies 
would have become averse to fur- 
ther conflict with each other, and 
enthusiastic in the cause for which both 
were contending ; and that a state of feeling 
might have grown up among the population 
of the two sections at home which would 
have made it easy to come to terms of peace. 
Both sections would have found themselves 
at war with France, and quite likely with 
Mexico also, and there would have been 
quite enough of complication and of trouble 
in the foreign relations of both, to 
have disinclined them to prolong their 
contest with each other. It was very 
evident to sagacious observers on both 
sides that the war was then drawing to 
aclose. The North had been steadily gain- 
ing in material strength and in moral cour- 
age, while the South was greatly weakened, 
wearied and despondent. If Mr. Davis had 
even then taken counsel of prudence and 
love of what he called hie country, he mght 
have avoided “ the political consequences of 
its military subjugation,” which Mr. Lix- 
cotn foresaw so clearly and dreaded so 
much. He could not have saved slavery, but 
hé could have at least postponed negro suf- 
frage, and have saved for the Southern 
States something of the local power and an- 
thority which they have been ee 
surrender. u 


It seems that on this occasion, as on many 


mysterious visit to Richmond,—the object’ | “therp, the Southern States and people are 


and result of which are disclosed in the para- 
to which we refer,—the cee part. 


3 or ‘w o at RY Wepre. Oe 
5 page ven ’ 
zee Boringen port th a : 


Irive 





vn vate: a + 


soy A pier, 


indebted to the 


in the estimation of those who appreciate 
the distinction between the two forms of in- 
surance, and the essential difference in their 
respective conditions of prosperity. What 
fire insurance companies choose to do for 
the acquisition of business, and the price 
they are willing to pay for 1ts continuance, 
are pointe inno way affecting the merits or 
demerits of the practice of life companies. 

It seems, however, that even the-Fire Un- 
derwriters are not satisfied with things as 
they are. They have discovered that. in the 
reckless race for business they have suf- 
fered rates of commission to rise to a point 
which jeopardizes the solvency of compa- 
nies, and is productive of evils which should 
be summarily suppreased. The National 
Board, recently in session in this City, has 
furnished testimony which can be neither 
disregarded nor denied. The Committee 
having charge of the subject of commissions 
reported that “the large commission paid 
by many Board Companies tends to demor- 
alization ;” adding that “it was a sad day 
when we raised commissions from ten to fif- 
teen per cents, we then sowed the wind, and 
are now reaping the whirlwind.” . This reso- 
lution, moreover, wassubmitted by the Com- 
mittee : 

“ That from and after May 1, 1869, all companies con- 
nected with the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
hereby pledge themselves that the rate of commission 
which they will allow to agents shall be calculated 
only upon the net premiums due the Company after 
Geducting taxes, licenses, advertising and all other 


agency expenses, except in cases where only ten per 
cent. commission is paid.” 


The discussion arising out of this propo- 
sition proved that the conclusion arrived at 
by the Committee was fully. sustained. by 
the experience of the Board. Mr. Garnricus, 
President ofthe “Germania,” advocated the 
change as, practically, a saving to the com- 
panies of thirty per cent. of the commissions. 
“It is a needed economy in the agencies.” 
‘The 'President of the “Irving,” Mr. Crow- 


if sassy seis 


ma ran ‘for : 


St enya rata 
ite real nature and 


|| their proper place in public parks, in the 


the profits of the | 

surance their effects are more serious. For 
the expenses of companies not only! cur- 
tail the profits of the insured, but gradually 
impair the resources on whose constant 
gtowth depends the fulfillment of contracts. 


While, then, costly management is bad in 
fire insurance, it is infinitely worse when it 
extends to life insurance. The risks of the 
tormer are, as it were, within sight. Their 
duration is brief. The condition of a Com- 
pany undertaking them admits of easy an- 
alysis; and the policy-holders have, in a 
latge degree, the power of protecting them- 
ance company is a complicated and to most 
® mysterious affair. Its solvency is to be. 
determined in the comparatively remote fu- 
ture. It may present an appearance of pros- 
perity albeit withering at the core. It may 
exhibit an enormous merease of business, 
and may amuse the insured with what it is 
Pleased to call “ profits,” and all the time be 
on the high road to ruin. Hence the para- 


of a complicated and sacred trust. The care 
in the selection of agents, and the economy 
in the matter of expenses, which are expedi- 
ent in fire ep, become to life insur- 
ance a solemn duty. The interests at stake 
arelso peculiar and important, the scientific 
laws governing their successful management 
are at once so well defined and s0 rarely un- 
derstood, that they call for a guardianship 
having little in common with the present 
passion for “pushing business.” . 
The business is overdone. Companies are 
in too great a hurry to beconie colossal. The 
standard of excellence they have set {up is 
one of size. An enormous issue of policies 
constitutes their ideal of a year’s prosperity. 
And multitudes of the insured contemplate 
with satisfaction statements of the number 
of insurances granted and premiums re- 
ceived, as though they were conclusive 
proof of a company’s excellence. It is 
the duty of managers who desire the per- 
manent success of life insurance to discard a 
test which is as delusive as it is dangerous. 
The mere amount of business proves 
nothing except the activity of ® great num- 
ber of agents and brokers, operating under 
the stimulus of large commissions. What we 
really want to know is, the ratio of increase 
in the accumulation of reserve—in other 
words, the growth of the proportion of assets 
to the risks in force, together with economy 
in the conduct of the business; for these 
are criteria of soundness, as distinguished 
from mere evidenee of “ puslw” And as the 
interests of the policy-holders are involved 
in a healthy presperity rather than a pon- 
derous display, it may, and probably does 
happen that a company whose year’s new 
business embraces but five thousand policies, 
is more deserving of confidence than one 
whose growth is twice or thrice as rapid. 


The first step in reform will have been taken 


| when the reputable life companies follow 


short-sighted obstinacy and | 4 4 
personal ambition of Mr. Davis for the utter re 
which 
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the example of the fire underwriters, and 
reduce to a moderate and uniform standard 
the rates of commission paid to agents and 
effect of diminishing the volume of business, 


hut the temporary loss in this respect will be 


more than coveged by the improved condi- | 
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“rinks” snd riding schools, in the suburbs, The difficulty between France and Belgium 
rhbiadiis: User’ Wadd Kites Wiha abtliile. tae: Mindanao aie Sir So cotdoment ot 
and. be glorified. They must not, flushed | tty ctr tus a iach ee 
with favor, essay to make our lower, D8 | ourchased Belgian raflroad, Immicdiately 
rower and more crowded New-York streets 


after this, the Belgian Chambers enacted that 
still more inconvenient; and lest they should, no Belgian railroad could be purchased or con- 


we presume the ordinance in question will | trolled by a foreign company without the con- 
be passed; ° - sent of the Belgian Chambers. Thereupon, the 
—E————E— French Government remonetrated diplomatically 

« Mr. Puneh hopes?” says the organ of that the enactment of the: Belgian Chambers, and the 
estimable humorist, “that something in the | Belgian King was powerless, even if he had de- 
shape of an English tribute will be offered to } mred to accommodate France. Regarding this 
that kindly-hearted gentleman, Mr. REVERDY | question, a good deal of irritation has appeared 
Jounson, before he is allowed to go away. | im both France and Belgium; and as it is astand- 
He has been assiduously doing his best to ing article of European faith that France desires 
create the international sympathy which we | *¢ absorption of Belgium at the first convenient 
desire to believe exists; and if ever a | °PPortunity, 1t was supposed by some people 


with a show of determination. Having resolved, 
tade about pesce-makers, Mr. Joumeon is however, to submit the whole matter to a Con- 


good words, fraternal pledges, and generous We don’t see why the Mexicans should be 
prayers for the prosperity of England, he has ee re en eve. 
in return received rather less thanks, or even | TH Mexicans have certainly made « frightful 
acknowledgement, than a gruffer ambassa- business of governing their Own country ance 
dor is wont to secure. “they severed tt 


Take, for example, Mr. ROEBUCK’s cas®.| The Springfield Republican ia 00 very oh. 
That gentleman certainly could not hisve felt ‘fashioned as to be afraid of having » Nuncle 


aggrieved had the American Minister re- | from the Pope sent to Washington—citing the re- 
fused to cultivate his acquaintance. But | formed custom of the British Government for 
what was the fact?’ Mr: Jounson saw him | the last three centuries or so. We do not sym- 
afar off—even from London to Sheffield—ran | pathize with any such sentiment of terror. No 
to him, and metaphorically if not literally | 40ubt the Jesuits have had a great name for 
fell on his’ neck and kissed him, Instead, | ing; but we question if they are sharp 
however, of accepting the réle of repentant enough to come round any of our own diplomat- 
prodigal, Mr. Roxsvox, st the banquet | 12 St walk of public poliey. With mgard 
which Mr. Jounsow said he would have st- | °° @* et considerations, wo can only say we 


é ha fear that notions of the Middle 
tended even for His sake alone, abused and 2 pe "tas 


Ages will overpower us. If they and their Nun- 


Inti, in.» public epeech, he expreaved thé de shall have the courage to receive them politely. 
sire to see América torn asunder; and yet a | rf the Pope isnot aftaid of our peculiar propa- 
few months later, he gave his countrymen | ganda, we certainly shall not be afraid of his. 
this dying legacy, “ Beware of America.” — 
And this will stand very well for oneex-| Mrs. Jur1a Warp Hows, the accomplished 
ample of fifty of the reception Mr. Jounson’s | ®@*hor and poet, has been delivering a of 
courtesies have met. They have beon al- | Philosophical discourses in Boston appear 
imost uniformly, and ft ely, rebuked to be altogether above the comprehension of the 
‘Tho Bhgiiah’ Presses $olned in. & common. | See et M> Tedatne by their report, 
they seem to be particularly mystified with her 
cry against him, even the Edinburgh Roviow | 4..+:me of polarity, and her theories of the ae- 
now taking up the refrain. Hie desire “to | ton of the more subtle forces of life and nature. 
create international sympathy” has been | r¢ is sbeurd fo deliver such lectures in Boston, 
described as “soft sawder,” “soft soap,” | when Mrs. Hows could find an intellectual au- 
and, at best, “soft sentiment.” Now, while | dience in New-York that would fully appreciate 
it was very well for the American public to | her scientific theories ag well as her metaphyst- 
resent what they justly their En- | cal speculations. 
voy’s misappreciation of their feelings, it is hihi eth the two t Central 
quite a different matter for the British pub- Peake, conde saaciaeahnans thesia 
either insincere or maudlin. Mr. Jounson Chargé d’ Affaires has laid before the Colombian 
has made sad mistakes, but not on the side | genate the proposal of a wealthy English com- 
of insincerity, since he evidently believes | pany to build the Isthmian water-way at Pane 
what he says. “fr. Punch,” therefore, does | ma. And on the subject of the Nicaraguan canal 
a fair thing when he demands for Mr. Jomy- | conceded to NaPoLzon’s man CHEVALIER, M. 
son “kind regards tied up ina large par- | Fatix Betty is coming up to Washington for 
cel.” The duty of rebuking Mr. Jonson for | the purpose of protesting that CHEVALIER has ne 
over-demonstrativeness is not an English | ‘sit against a former concession to him (BELLY) 
ny ad end w at varpind| ent Cover tr. 
if, when he really leaves. English shores, he 


things. The Bogota people say they want every- 

obtains a more generous token of apprecia- Chung faze, and Ste’ the geadepl good. They slee 

want a good bargain for themselves and a large 
“ consideration ” in the premises. 

The question of the date of the birth of the 

First NAPOLEON is revived, by the letter of the 

recommending the commemo- 


tion than hitherto from those whom he 
sought to please, even at the cost of mor- 
tally offending his own countrymen. 
Seer eeree 
| MINOR TOPICS. 

We: gosseliah “ie tealem ad Grawer's brie 
interview with General Lem, on Saturday; Te- 
ferred to the reconstruction of Virginia. General 
Grawr has exhibited « great deal of anxiety 
about ‘this subject, and the special message he 
sent to Congress @ few weeks ago, asking the 
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_| present. Emperor 1 
| ration of the centenary of that event. Loum 


NAPOLEON says that his uncle was born Aug. 
16; 1769; but, (gays am, English writer,) it bas 
been very commonly believed that he was really 
‘Dora im. the previous. year, 1768. The reason 
‘whieh induced L. to wish that his 
birth should, be regarded as having taken place 
| im. 1909 was this: If he was born in 1768 he was 
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